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reflected in Hesiod's tale of the decadence from the Golden
to the Iron Age—the settlers could do little but till their
fields, keep a look-out against the natives whose land they
had taken, and preserve their traditional epics—the literature
of the " good old days ". Then, in the later part of the
Dark Age, with increasing numbers and feeling of strength
and security, come peaceful as well as hostile contacts with
the interior, and the introduction from the east of many
things characteristic of historic Ionian civilization ; among
others, our alphabet, which was well-established, even west
of the Aegean, before the end of the ninth century.1
The Phoenician claim to have invented this (based,
it may well be, on the Minoan linear script) has been much
strengthened now that the earliest known document in that
alphabet is no longer the Moabite Stone but the Sarcophagus
of Ahiram of Byblos, centuries earlier. One is reminded of
Zakar-Baal, the able and sharp-tongued king of that city,
in the report of Wen-Amon of Egypt in the twelfth century,
consulting his father's account books without the aid of
a professional scribe, such as we might expect a king to
require if he were dealing with hieroglyphics or some other
cumbersome syllabary. Even this, however, might have
come to Ionia from inland ; Hogarth was confident that the
alphabetic script found on " several Sangarius monuments
and some Cappadocian " was earlier there in Phrygia than
on the coast.2 But the point that seems decisive is the regular
designation of the alphabet as " the Phoenician letters ".
More, the word Phoinikeia actually meant " letters ", without
the addition of a noun,3 and the names Aleph, Beth, etc., are
Semitic.
1 Cf. its use in an inscription on an early Dipylon Vase (Diehl, Frag. Eleg.
Adespota, No. 12 ; Kalinka, in Klio, xvii, 267 fif.; I.G. i, suppl. fasc. 2,
492a, etc.) HOS NYN 'OPXEZTON HANTON 'ATAAOTATA HAIZEI
TOTON 'EKAYMEN (-yv) ; also the Hymettos sherds, and three from Corinth.
Cf, the articles of Rhys Carpenter, A. N. Stillwell, C. W. Blegen, J. P. Harland,
and B. L. Ulhnan, in A.J.A., xxxvii, xxxviii: summary by Tod, in J.H.S. Iv,
pp. 176 ff.
" Ionia and the East, p. 73.
3 e.g., the early fifth-century inscription of Teos, Dittenberger3, 37-8
Tod, 22.

